
 

 

September 17, 2026 
 

 

The Honorable Scott Bessent 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of the Treasury 

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20220 

 

 

Dear Secretary Bessent, 

 

Ahead of your meetings this weekend with a delegation from the People’s Republic of China led by Vice 

Premier He and President Trump’s meetings with President Xi next week, I write to express my 

appreciation for your stated willingness to engage with the Chinese government on the “shared risks” 

posed by Artificial Intelligence (“AI”) to both of our nations. 

 

As you are aware, the American people are increasingly concerned that rapid AI development poses risks 

that simply cannot be ignored. When an Anthropic employee responsible for ensuring that its models 

work as intended recently wrote that “[w]e really do earnestly believe AI could kill all humans,” many 

Americans for the first time reckoned with the potentially catastrophic implications of uncontrolled AI 

development. While thoughtful domestic regulation of the frontier AI labs that are developing the most 

advanced models is one important aspect of ensuring the safety of the American people, earnest and 

sustained dialogue with the Chinese government is another critical element of any serious and durable AI 

safety strategy. 

 

Chinese and American companies will continue to compete fiercely in the global market for AI products 

and services, and the U.S. government should continue to work closely with American AI companies to 

prevent the theft of intellectual property and ensure American leadership in this space. But we also 

cannot lock ourselves into a race to the bottom with China on AI safety given the stakes. And there is 

good reason to expect that the Chinese government is thinking seriously about these issues. According to 

an American expert on China’s AI policy, the Cyberspace Administration of China has within the last 

year published an updated “AI Safety & Governance Framework” and created an “AI Safety/Security 

Working Group” called Working Group 9 to develop policies on frontier AI risks.1 To ensure that AI will 

be developed in a safe and sane manner, we should and must work with the Chinese government to create 

opportunities for American AI safety technical experts to exchange proposals with their Chinese 

counterparts. 

 

 

 

 

1 Matt Sheehan, Who Should the U.S. Talk to in China on AI (June 24, 2026), 

https://mattsheehan.substack.com/p/who-should-the-us-talk-to-in-china. 
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Thank you again for your work to engage productively with the Chinese government on AI safety. I 

would appreciate staying in touch with you on these issues as Congress continues to debate how to 

appropriately respond to calls for federal regulation of frontier AI companies. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Angus S. King, Jr. 

United States Senator 


